
Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust presents a free, self-guided walking tour 
through the northern parts of old and new Maryhill, lasting around 2 hours 

Walking Trail
Maryhill

North Maryhill via Dawsholm and Maryhill Park



Maryhill - a part of Glasgow often 
overlooked on the standard tourist trails, 
something which these walking guides aim 
to help change!
Sandwiched between the peaceful sunken 
green corridor of the valley of the river 
Kelvin, and some stunning city views from 
the raised portions of the Forth & Clyde 
Canal, municipal Maryhill features an 
incredible amount of historic buildings, 
interesting architecture and important social 
and industrial heritage.
Come along and find out more...
This is a circular walk around 3 miles long. 
If you’re coming from Maryhill Burgh Halls 
and the south, start at the former White 
House Inn 1, a few minutes walk north along 
Maryhill Road; OR if you’re coming from the 
further afield or the centre of town, it may be 
easier to start at Maryhill Railway Station @1 
on the line from Queen Street.
A map of the route, featuring key locations, 
can be found in the centre pages of this 
booklet. It’s also available online and in other 
formats - see the back page for more details.

Transport
You can get to the starting point of 
the walk in several ways…

By Bus: Maryhill Road is well served 
by buses to and from the city centre; 
alight just outside the White House 
Inn. From town, services 60, 61 and 
19 pass here. From Byres Road or 
Hillhead Subway station, look for a 
northbound 23 bus (Summerston). 
See www.travelinescotland.com for 
more details and times.

By Train: The nearest mainline 
station is Maryhill, situated about 
10 minutes walk (1.5km, 1 mile) 
north of the start point, straight 
along Maryhill Road, at point @1. 
For more details, see www.scotrail.
co.uk. Hillhead and St Georges 
Cross Subway 
stations are 
also about 35 
minutes walk to 
the south.

By Bike: The canal forms part of 
National Cycle Route 754; more info 
at www.sustrans.org. Bike racks can 
be found on Maryhill Road.

By Boat: The Forth & Clyde Canal 
provides easy access to this walk. 
Access to mooring facilities can be 
found adjacent to the starting point.  
Full details can be found at  
www.scottishcanals.co.uk.

Welcome to Maryhill

www.maryhillburghhalls.org.uk

Oh Maryhill! Dear Maryhill! I love your sunlit braes
Where aft times, lang syne, oor mithers bleached oor well worn claes.
And in the gloamin’s weird light, I sadly sit and mourn,
When I think about the wee well and Wyndford’s singing burn

Philip Smith, c.1895



1 Starting point: White House Inn
The long, low white painted building is 
known as the White House. Built around 
1810 by John Walker as a pub, it was later 
Maryhill’s first post office, and then a 
long line of different pubs. To the side, 
the modern bungalow is on the site of a 
house where the tenant was required to 
have ale available at any time of day or 
night for the canal workers.
On the left, just before the modern bun-
galow, the inset bit of pavement marks a 
‘magazine’ where raw materials were kept 
by roadmen to repair the road during the 
time tolls were collected for using it.
 ! Follow Maryhill Road north from the White 

House, and turn left at the traffic junction 
into Skaethorn Road. Follow the road down 
and in to the left, heading through the black 
decorated metal gates onto the canal.

2 Maryhill Locks and Kelvin Dock
The series of basins and locks here 
form one of the most picturesque and 
dramatic parts of the Forth & Clyde 

Canal. The five locks climb over twelve 
metres to reach the summit stretch of the 
canal. The basins were designed to allow 
multiple ships to use 
them at once, prevent-
ing a bottleneck on 
this busy section of 
the canal.
Opening off one of the 
basins near the top 
of the series of locks 
is an old dry dock, 
known as Kelvin Dock. 
This, and the land to 
the side of it (now with 
some picnic tables and 
making a good spot 
to have some lunch), 
was actually built as a 
repair facility for the canal in the 1790s. 
It later developed as a boat building yard 
owned by Swan & Co. from 1842, and 
lasted until 1949. The boatyard built a 
variety of ships, including the first Para 
Handy-style Glasgow puffers, 
and landing craft for D-Day. 
The names of some of the ships 
launched here are featured on 
carved stone panels set into the 
path that comes down from the 
corner gate.
A boatbuilder features in one 
of the stained glass panels and 
the boat shown there features a 
swan on the side. David Swan 
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was Maryhill’s first Provost in 1856, 
and initially lived in a mansion called 
Collina, on the hill overlooking the canal, 
near where the high flats stand today.
 ! Carefully cross the canal by one of the 

bridges on top of the closed lock gates. 
Follow the tow-path downhill to the right 
and out onto the…

3 Kelvin Aqueduct
Walk out onto to the middle of the 
aqueduct, from where there are great 
views looking down the Kelvin valley to 
the left. The aqueduct you’re standing on 
is a scheduled ancient monument, and 
at 400 feet long, and 70 feet high, when 
it opened in 1790 was one of the largest 
to be built since Roman times. The 
engineer in charge was Robert Whit-
worth, and the cost of the construction, 
at £8,500, almost bankrupted the canal 
company. On completion it became 
a tourist attraction, drawing admirers 
from far and wide. The aqueduct was so 
important to Maryhill that it features on 
the Burgh Seal with a steamboat passing 
over it, and symbols of the industries of 
the town below.
Denholm’s “History of Glasgow” (1804) 
observed “This magnificent bridge 

ranks among the first works of art in this 
country … the beautiful and romantic 
situation … where square-rigged vessels 
are sometimes seen navigating at a great 
height above the heads of spectators, 
affords a striking instance … of the power 
of human industry”.
 ! Don’t go any further across - historically 

the Kelvin was the boundary of Maryhill, so 
if you follow it any further across the river, 
you’ll go outside the scope of this guide! 
Instead, go back the way you came, but 
instead of going back up to the locks, turn 
off the canal down to the right, through 
the narrow opening leading to the Kelvin 
Walkway. Follow the zig-zag path down, 
and at the junction, follow the path to the 
right, signposted Milngavie, heading under 
the aqueduct.

4 Kelvin Walkway - 
Disused Railway Line
This was the site of Dawsholm Station, 
which was little used by passengers 
because it was out of the way, but was 
an important goods station serving 

Kelvin Aqueduct

Line of former 
railway
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the nearby industries. It also was used 
for hospital trains during the First 
World War. Following the path under 
the aqueduct is the path of the former 
railway line.
 ! Continue following the main path, under 

an old bridge, and you’ll come out next to 
the Kelvin.

5 Old Railway Bridge
Ahead you can see the remains of the 
bridge that took the railway over the 
river into the former Gasworks.

6 Site of Maryhill Gas Works
Across the river, the modern housing 
is on the site of the former Gasworks. 
A gas worker features on one of the 
Burgh Halls stained glass panels, with 
a gasometer in the background. This 
works was later connected to the still 

existing gasometers at 
Anniesland by a tunnel 
under the canal.
When the Gasworks 
company was being 
set up, it was restricted 
in purchasing land 
belonging to the 
labouring classes; which were defined 
as “mechanics, artisans, labourers and 
others working for wages, hawkers, coster-
mongers, persons not working for wages 
but working at some trade or handicraft 
without employment … and persons other 
than domestic servants whose income 
does not exceed and average of thirty 
shillings per week.”
The Gasworks were on the site of an 
earlier printworks, which started out in 
the 1750s.
 ! The path continues to hug the side of the 

river, passing under a modern road bridge 
taking Cowal Road overhead.

7 The Butney
The area to the right is known as the 
Butney, assumed by many to be a 
reference to Botany Bay, but more likely 
deriving from the historic connection to 
the former printworks nearby.
The outline of the older streets remain, 
as modern homes built by Maryhill 
Housing Association start to fill the 
land first used for houses for printfield 
workers. Whitelaw Street has one of 
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the oldest surviving names in the area - 
Thomas Whitelaw was a shoemaker from 
Milngavie who built the first houses in 
this street around 1808 – 1810.
Behind this, on Maryhill Road, was a row 
of sandstone tenements, named Maryhill 
Cross, demolished during the 1960s 
when there were plans to make the road a 
dual carriageway.
 ! Keep following the path upstream, with 

the river on your left. Ahead a dramatic 
series of arches marks the Railway line.

8 Kelvin Railway Viaduct
The path goes underneath what appears 
at first to be a single abandoned viaduct 
- but as you walk beneath it, it becomes 
clear has been built in two sections, one 
of which is still in use, serving Maryhill 
Station. Built in 1856–7 for the Glasgow, 
Dumbarton & Helensburgh railway, 
several arches of it collapsed just after 
being completed, but before the railway 
opened so no-one was injured.
A major railway crash happened at the 
junction just on the far side of the river 
on 4th October 1873, when a mineral 

goods train collided with a workmen’s 
train coming from Dumbarton. One 
man was killed and 24 were injured, and 
a later public enquiry found the driver 
of the latter train at fault, but also made 
recommendations to improve the signal-
ling in the vicinity.
 ! Beyond the railway line, the path splits, 

with a narrower route following the curve 
of the river to the left, and the wider path 
carries on straight ahead. If it’s dry under-
foot, you can follow the left path - it curves 
round through the trees to re-join the main 
path ahead. Otherwise, keep to the main 
surfaced path.

9 Across the 
river: Brick 
works, Colliery, 
Portland 
Cement Works
This area was once 
a hive of industry - 
with a brick works, coal mines and even 
a Portland Cement Works just across the 
river. A small bleach field - as depicted 
in one of the stained glass windows 
- known as Belgreen sat on the bend. 
These were sites where cloth was laid out 
to be bleached white by the sun. Up to 
the right was a large house called Beech-
bank, owned by William Whiteman Reid, 
a partner in Maryhill Printworks.
 ! The path starts to rise and is tucked 

between the river and cliff. Head out onto 
the small stone bridge on the left to look 
up river, or cross it for detour A.

!0 Dawsholm Bridge
The bridge was built in the 18th century 
to lead to Dalsholm Paper mill on the 
opposite bank. This had opened in the 
1740s and at various points produced 
snuff as well as paper. It closed around 
1968, and very little remains other than 

Kelvin Railway 
Viaduct

Linen Bleachers 
Stained Glass

6



part of a cobbled yard.
Look upstream from the bridge: the 
remains of a broken dam is just visible, 
which channelled water into a mill lade on 
the left, now filled in and part of the park.
Immediately adjacent to the bridge on 
the east bank was the entrance to an old 
coal mine, which has long since been 
filled in.

 ! Keep following the path; it turns up to 
the right with a stone wall in front of you.

!1 Garscube Estate
The stone wall marks the southern 
boundary of the Garscube Estate. 
Records of the estate date back to 1558, 
when it was acquired by the Colquhouns 
of Luss. Part of the estate was within 

Maryhill (and now 
Glasgow), and part 
was in the County of 
Dumbartonshire, with 
the Kelvin forming 
the boundary between 
them. Garscube 
House, built 1827, was 
once considered as a 
potential home for the 
Burrell Collection, but 
sadly ended up being 
demolished in the 
1950s due to dry rot. 
The estate is now home to the University 
of Glasgow’s veterinary hospital, recrea-
tion facilities and science park - the latter 
of which is featured on a modern stained 
glass window in Maryhill Burgh Halls.
 ! The path joins a road. Follow the 

pavement up to where it meets Maryhill 
Road.

Just to the north of here, where Maryhill 
Road crosses the Kelvin at Killermont 
Bridge, was the northern boundary of the 
old Burgh of Maryhill.

A Optional detour: Dawsholm Park
If you cross the bridge and enter 
Dawsholm Park there are a number of 
trails to follow through the woodland, 
which weave amongst the remains of 
the mill reservoirs. A huge variety of 
wildlife can be seen in the park, much 

of which has been left uncultivated. 
The northern part of the park was once 
part of Sir Archibald Campbell of Suc-
coth’s Garscube estate and was known 
as the Belvidere plantation. The City 
Corporation purchased it in 1922.

 ! Return to the main path across Dawsholm Bridge. 

Dawsholm Park
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!2 Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception Church and Presbytery
To the right is a modern church, which 
replaced an stunning dramatic 1950s 
building designed by Thomas Cordiner. 
This had a steeply-sloping A-framed roof 
supported by exposed concrete flying 
buttresses, fronted by a huge mosaic by 
Jack Mortimer. The church was demol-
ished in the 1990s, but the remaining 
1950s presbytery gives some clue to the 
style of the earlier church on a much 
smaller scale.

The original building on this site was a 
house called Bonneville, built originally 
around 1800 by John Walker, whose 
great grandson went on to found the 
Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool.
 ! Carefully cross Maryhill Road at the 

pedestrian crossing to the left. Turn right 
down Maryhill Road, and look out for the 
park entrance on the left.

!3 Tram Terminus
Just opposite the entrance to Maryhill 
Park was the Maryhill Tram Terminus, 
before the line was extended north to the 
city boundary and beyond to Milngavie. 
Just past the entrance further down at 
2040 Maryhill Rd is a building that was 
created by Lady Campbell of Succoth 
(a daughter of a Duke of Westminster) 

to form the local 
cottage hospital, 
and that was later 
used as a nurses’ 
home. It is now an office. Hidden away 
behind it is Prince of Wales Gardens - a 
1920s scheme to provide housing for war 
veterans.

!4 Maryhill Park entrance
 ! Follow the main path up through the 

park as it climbs round the hill. At the top 
of the hill, just to the right is a Trig point.

A field of about 5.5 acres was purchased 
to form Maryhill Park in 1892, and laid 
out in 1893. It was added to in 1922, the 
total cost being £6,387. A 1914 report 
said that Maryhill Park “served as a 
quiet retreat for old and young, and was 
of great benefit to the district and much 
appreciated”.

!5 Trig Point & Views North
The trig point at the top of the hill is one 
of around 70,000 put in by the Ordnance 
Survey across the country in the late 
1930s to help them survey the landscape 
and update their maps. Looking north 
from here there are stunning views 
towards the Campsies.

Immaculate 
Conception 
Church

Tram Terminus 
at Maryhill Park
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This spot was once quoted by a local 
doctor as being the healthiest place in 
Maryhill - as standing at the top you 
were exposed to all four winds at once!

!6 Acre
Down to the left and immediately to the 
north of the park are Maryhill Allot-
ments and beyond them in the valley 
was the very handsome Acre House. 
Built by David Swan (of the boatbuilding 
family) around 1860, it was later owned 
by the University of Glasgow. Sadly it 
later became ruinous. The name ‘Acre’ 
comes from the piece of ground that was 
sold to pay off debts owed by Robert 
Graham, the husband of Mrs Mary Hill 
herself.
 ! Keep following the main path as it bends 

down and round to the right.

!7 Tennis Courts & Bowling Greens
The area on the right hides the tennis 
courts and bowling greens. In 1938 the 
Corporation listed in its report City of 
Glasgow Public Parks that Maryhill Park 
had five public tennis courts. There was 
a charge of 4d. per person per game of 
40 minutes and rackets and balls could 
be hired.

!8 Original Part of Park
The square section of park down to 
the left, outlined by a line of trees and 
with the children’s play park on the left, 
marks the original 1893 extent of the 
park. A bandstand once sat in the centre.
For more about Maryhill Park, visit the 
Friends of Maryhill Park website,  
www.maryhillpark.org

!9 Whitton Street
Leave the park by the exit at the south-
east corner, onto Whitton Street at the 
junction with Caldercuilt Road. Whitton 
Street was named after James Whitton, 
who was appointed the Superintendent 
of Glasgow Parks in 1893, and was in 
charge of laying out this park. Whitton 
died on 30 October 1925, aged 74. His 
only son, a captain in the 7th Scottish 
Rifles, was killed at Gallipoli.

@0 Maryhill Park Housing
 ! Follow Caldercuilt Road to the right. As 

it starts to go downhill, it bends sharply to 
the right - keep following the road, which 
comes back out on to Maryhill Road.

The substantial sandstone 
houses in this area, also 
known as Maryhill Park, 
developed around the 1890s, 
and have some claim to be 
one of the first commuter 
suburbs - their proximity 

Maryhill Park 
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to the railway station allowing people to 
work in the city while living out in what 
was then a very rural environment!
Look across the railway cutting, and 
a small cottage is visible through the 
trees behind the modern Maryhill Parish 
Church. This cottage was built around 
1850 as the home of the parish school-
master; the second Parish School was on 
the site occupied today by the church.
 ! Turn left onto Maryhill Road.

@1 Maryhill 
Station
The station across 
the road opened 
to serve the 
growing town of 
Maryhill in 1858. 
It was renamed 
Maryhill Park 
when a second 

station, Maryhill Central, opened further 
south to serve the Barracks. When this 
station was re-opened in the 1990s, 
it regained its original name. It also 
features in a stained glass panel in the 
Burgh Halls, where a porter is waiting to 
move parcels on the platform. Remark-
ably, the parcels actually have addresses 

on them - one going to Newcastle, one to 
London, and one for a Mr James Black 
of Paisley! The road leading down on the 
North side originally was a carriageway 
with a turning circle at the bottom. The 
opening predated the Milngavie line 
and the pioneer residents of Bearsden 
commuted to Maryhill and were met 
here by their carriages. Indeed some of 
the most prominent villas in Bearsden 
used to refer to their addresses as being 
in Maryhill!

@2 Maryhill 
Bowling Club & 
Maryhill Harp
Down Duart Street 
on the left is the 
home of Maryhill 
Bowling Club. 
Although the building 
is modern, the club itself 
and the bowling green dates back to 
1861. Across from it was a tram depot 
and stables from 1883, which has since 
been demolished.

Further down Duart Street on the right 
was the ground of Maryhill’s third 
football team. Everyone knows of Partick 
Thistle and Maryhill FC, but at the 
foot of Duart Street was Kelvin Vale 
Park - the home of Maryhill Hibernians 

Maryhill 
Hibs team

Railway Workers 
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from 1923. Later renamed Maryhill Harp, 
the team sadly folded in the later 1960s 
when the council sold the park land for 
housing.
 ! Carry on down Maryhill Road

@3 Maryhill Parish Church & 
Martyr’s Memorial Pillar
Behind the stone wall on the left was 
the site of Maryhill Parish Church, 
which was opened in 1826. Originally 
with quite a simple frontage, the church 
was rebuilt in the 1920s to celebrate its 
centenary. Sadly it was demolished after 
becoming unsafe in the early 1990s, and 
the rubble and churchyard are currently 
badly overgrown.
A number of former Provosts of Maryhill, 
and the owners and managers of many 
of the works in the area, are buried in 
the churchyard. Just outside the church 
entrance sat the Martyr’s Memorial Pillar, 
an important monument commemorat-
ing “the memory of George Miller, who 
was mortally stabbed at the age of Nine-
teen, on the 24th February 1834, by one 
of those put to the Calico printing Trade, 
for the purpose of destroying a Union of 
the regular workmen, formed to protect 
their wages. This monument is erected by 
his fellow operatives”. It is hoped that the 
pillar, currently in safe keeping by the 
council, can be returned to its rightful 
place when the churchyard can be made 
safe and accessible once again.

@4 Tramway 
Depot/Celtic 
Street
Just opposite the 
entrance to the Parish 
Church is Celtic 
Street - now leading 
to some modern 
housing, but once 

famous as being the 
shortest street in Glasgow - a tiny stub 
of a street that led directly into the Cor-
poration Tram Depot. During the 1941 
air raids many locals took shelter in the 
old service pits in the depot, sheltered by 
the trams themselves which were parked 
above.

@5 Royal Bank of Scotland
This is another old Maryhill building 
built around the 1850s. The ground in 
front apparently was where cholera 
victims were buried - later uncovered 
when Maryhill Rd was widened.
 ! Carry on down Maryhill Road

@6 Kilmun Street
It’s hard to image now, but Kilmun Street 
on the left was once a busy tenement-
lined road, until it was hit by a high 
explosive bomb on the night of 14 March 
1941. This was one of the worst bombing 
incidents in Glasgow with 107 people 
losing their lives. The school log books 

Maryhill Parish 
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of Maryhill Primary School for the days 
following the bombing record that 14 
children attending the school from the 
Kilmun Street area were killed in the 
air raid. Those residents who had lost 
their homes were put into shelters in the 
Tramway depot at Celtic Street or taken 
to Eastpark Home by tramcar, and many 
local people opened their doors to take 
in friends and relatives who had been 
made homeless. A stained glass window, 
installed in Maryhill Parish Church to 
commemorate the dead, was sadly lost 
when the church was demolished.
 ! Carry on down Maryhill Road back 

towards the White House. Keep an eye out 
for Duncruin Street on the left if you want 
to do the optional detour B.

@7 Bakery & First Burgh Halls Site
The modern flats across Fingal Street 
from the Kelvin Dock pub are on the 
site of the first Municipal Buildings to 
serve the fledgling Burgh of Maryhill. 
These were converted from an existing 
bakery building, and while it did have 
a small hall, this apparently had to be 
made to appear larger during dances 
by the installation of mirrors! Famously, 

there was a clock built into the central 
chimney of the building - the clock in 
the lum. Local people would gather here 
to hear it chime in the new year; often 
sometime later than other clocks in the 
area due to its eccentricities!
It was soon decided that the Burgh 
required purpose built facilities better 
suited to its needs, which directly led to 
the opening in 1878 of the purpose-built 
Maryhill Burgh Halls, and its collection 
of stained glass windows showcasing the 
many trades and industries of the area.
Find out more at  
www.maryhillburghhalls.org.uk

That completes the North 
Maryhill Walk, and we hope 

you enjoyed it!

B Optional detour: via Gilshochill and Maryhill Primary School
Head up Duncruin Street to the left, and 
turn right onto Viewmount Drive. Ahead 
is the former Maryhill Primary School, 
dating from the 1880s. This was built by 
Maryhill School Board to replaced the 
older parish and free church schools.
It has always enjoyed a commanding 

position on 
the top of 

Gilshochill, and can be seen from miles 
around. The school closed in 2006, and 
has since been cleverly converted into 
flats by Maryhill Housing Association. 
Near the top of the hill here was the site 
of a proposed camera obscura, plans 
for which sadly came to nothing. In mid 
Victorian times this would have been 
an excellent spot for such a venture 
with great views across the country in 
all directions. Also on this hill was the 
site of an artillery battery, used by the 
local company of the Glasgow Artillery 
Volunteers for training.

Maryhill Primary

First Burgh Halls
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Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust is a Registered Scottish Charity No. SC036089. Company Registered in Scotland No. 276010

If you have enjoyed this walk, why not come and visit Maryhill Burgh Halls?

 � Café open 7 days – Sit in or Takeaway 
Coffee, Lunch, Snacks and Cakes.

 � Stained glass and Maryhill history 
and artefacts on display.

 � Free guided tours and stained glass 
history talks by arrangement.

 � Main Public Hall
 � Event Spaces
 � Meeting Rooms available to Hire
 � Nursery
 � Recording Studios
 � Office Space to Let

Maryhill Burgh Halls, 10-24 Gairbraid Avenue, Glasgow G20 8YE
Entrance next to Maryhill Leisure Centre

tel: 0845 860 1878
email: info@mhbt.org.uk
www.maryhillburghhalls.org.uk

Maryhill Burgh Halls

Ideal for Weddings • Conferences • Parties • Meetings
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This walking trail is one of three covering the Maryhill area, 
produced by Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust. This is just a taster of 

the history and heritage Maryhill has to offer - there’s lots more 
to see and do. To find out more, visit the Maryhill Burgh Halls 

website or look out for the other walking guides to the area. Large 
print and electronic versions can also be found on the website.

www.maryhillburghhalls.org.uk

If you’ve done this walk, please let us know!  
Drop us an email at walks@mbht.org.uk or ring 

0845 860 1878. All comments, suggestions, 
corrections, stories, memories or photographs 

are welcomed! Everyone who gets in touch 
to let us know what they thought of this 
walk will be entered into a regular prize 

draw to win some Maryhill stained 
glass window merchandise.

More information at  
www.mbht.org.uk/walks

“Maryhill possesses in itself and in its environs such strong 
attractions of scenery as draw many visitors from Glasgow, and 
exhibits for the most part a well-built, pleasant appearance.”
Gazetteer of Scotland, 1884

This is one of a series of walking trails in the 
Maryhill area. If you’ve enjoyed this walk,  
why not look out for the other volumes?

Walking Trail

Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust presents a free, self-guided walking tour 
through the southern parts of old and new Maryhill, lasting around 2 hours 

Maryhill
South Maryhill via North Kelvinside and Queen’s Cross

Maryhill
Walking Trail

History, Heritage & Regeneration

Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust presents a free, self-guided walking tour 
through old and new Maryhill, lasting between 1 and 2 hours

Download the free interactive  
iOS/Android app version of the 
walks for even more information.


